“This Plan of the Island of Montserrat” 
some thoughts about the author and date of a hand-drawn 19th century map 


There are two unique hand-drawn maps of Montserrat in the John Carter Brown Library in Providence, 
Rhode Island, USA. One is dated to 1673 ' and has received scholarly attention, most notably in Lydia 
Pulsipher’s 1987 paper “Assessing the Usefulness of a Cartographic Curiosity: The 1673 Map of a Sugar 


Island”. 7 


The second map ° seems completely neglected by comparison; the only reference to it seems to be in 
Comment #16 for an exhibition of maps at the JCB Library in 2010 *, with the label “The purpose of a map 
is not always clear. Is the map shown here educational? Is it trying to provide general information about 
the lay of the land to an interested outsider? The title of the map [This plan of the island of Montserrat ... is 
not to be relied upon] carries such a disclaimer that it is difficult to determine why it was made.“ It bears a 
tentative publication date of ca.1832, which was taken from the description of the map written by the dealer 
on its acquisition by the Library in the early 1980s; “probably arrived at through an analysis of the paper, 
but unfortunately, there is no longer any precise information available about the map, or the research that 


went into its description by the dealer”.° 


So what does an examination of the information on the map 
offer? As Susan Danforth the Curator of the 2010 exhibition 
wrote, “/t seems pretty well accepted now that maps are, in 
fact, subjective statements, as we recognize that a 
cartographer or designer must choose which pieces of 
geo-spatial information to include in a map.” 


What information is relayed by the map? Beyond the 
disclaimer in the comment above, it continues “the 
Constructor’s local knowledge was such that perhaps the 
relative position of the several estates and high ways etc etc 
etc are respectively laid down ”; so clearly its purpose is to 
help orient a stranger wishing to travel independently around 
the entire island. It is of no use for cadastral or bureaucratic 
purposes. 








Image and all other map image extracts courtesy of the John Carter Brown Library at Brown University 


' JCB library record online 
2 Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 77:3, 408-422 


> Online at JCB library 
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° Personal communication with Curator of Maps and Prints, John Carter Brown Library 31/1/2020 


There are no administrative or commercial buildings, military installations or shipping aids recorded. Apart 
from geographical features like mountains, rivers and coastal bays which are described by name, a 
meridian line, highways (which would have been rudimentary) and very many estates named and placed, 
with their state of cultivation, the only places indicated are the two Anglican churches, at Plymouth and 
st.Peter’s, Glebe Land near Flemmings estate, and, significantly, the site of Sunday schools at four estates. 
These are The Garden (aka Farrells), Broks (a shortening of Brodericks), Tar River, and Whites. 


There is also a pencilled note on the map just 
south of Harris estate: “/ntended site of Chapel 
School’. It seems likely therefore that this is a 
map drawn by a person of religion, lay or official, 
familiar with the island, who saw the benefit a 
map would give his successor or colleague. 
There was no other available for a recently 
arrived peripatetic, and the island’s physical 
features of mountains and ravines make for 
difficult navigation and orientation. 





Another religious note is the naming of 
Balham / Isles Bay estate and Garibaldi 
Hill (on the 1673 map Saint Patrick’s Hill) 
as “Bethany’, a biblical New Testament 
reference. This name is nowhere else 
found in the record. 





As for dating the map, there are some clues. 
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Hamilton assumed the Office of The Presidency of Montserrat in 1833 ° (see above). William Shiell 
assumed the Office in March 1840 ’ on Hamilton’s death (his will was recorded on Montserrat 4th April 
1840)°. His 400 acre conjoined estates “The Mountain and Sulphur’ are shown on the map as “President 


I) 


Hamilton’s” and became known later as Fergus’ Mountain estate. 


° Montserrat Blue Book 1839 p.80 
” Montserrat Blue Book 1840 p.80 
® Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds 1839-1844, ROD _MNI_1839_165 and UK National Archives 


Three of the four Sunday Schools noted on the map, all in St George’s parish, are recorded as in operation 
in 1830 ° (see below). 
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The Rector of the Parishes of St Anthony and St Patrick in 1830 was Reverend Benjamin Luckock, having 
arrived at this post in Montserrat in 1824, after a short spell in Antigua at the Gilbert family’s request. '° The 
resident Wesleyan minister at that time, Thomas Kennington Hyde, temporarily accommodated him, his 
wife and child, recording in his diary “he appears to be an excellent man and will, | trust be a great blessing 
to the island. It is doubtful whether the people have ever had an evangelical clergyman before.” '' Hyde’s 
relationships with Roman Catholic priests and many of the plantocracy of that faith was not at all cordial 
however. Montserrat, though under British rule, was colonised in 1632 by and for Irish Papists to a great 
extent, and in the 1820s many plantation owners remained strongly Catholic, though nominally swearing 
loyalty to the Crown and the established Church of England. In 1824 he quotes “the Honourable Thomas 
Hil’, a Catholic planter member of the Council: “there is not a Gentleman in the country who is not 
[Catholic]. They are obliged to take the oaths, but it is for the protection of property” 


° Montserrat Blue Book 1830 p.122 

‘0 [More] Monumental Inscriptions of the British West Indies - V.L.Oliver p.41 orig.pub.1927, re-pub 1993 
"’ Caribbean Adventures: Extracts from Missionary Journals - Ed: David U. Farquhar p.109 pub.1999 

"2 Caribbean Adventures: Extracts from Missionary Journals - Ed: David U. Farquhar p.109 pub.1999 


By 1833 John Cox Collins was Rector - “zealous in his endeavours to promote the good of the people” *, 


dying in office in 1844 '*. He had married Louisa, one of the daughters of Dr Richard Henry Dyett M.D., 
Speaker of the House of Assembly of Montserrat.'? She was only 26 when he died aged 37 in 1844 ona 
visit to Antigua. Their son, named after him, was later baptised at St Anthony's by Reverend Hamilton. She 
remarried, to Dr P.G.Barry, recorded as a physician on Montserrat in 1851 °°. 


Collins was energetic and successful in obtaining small educational grants'’ towards the costs of schools, 
both from Britain and the local legislature. One of his other practical schemes on Montserrat was a Friendly 
Society for small savers, which after his death was mismanaged and the funds disappeared. 


Luckock had moved to the Danish Virgin Island of St Croix, where he remained eight years. Perhaps he still 
visited Montserrat because he and his wife did not sell their house in Parliament Street, Plymouth (to 
Samuel Lee Irish for £350 sterling) until March 1841.'® He died in London, England in 1846. A memorial to 
him exists in St Croix, with this reference to Sunday School as part of the inscription. 


This Monument has been erected by the members of this congregation 

In the grateful recollection of his faithful discharge of the pastoral office among them for eight years 
In a deep sense of the benefits conferred on the present and future generations 

By the institution of their Sunday School '° 


The “Intended site of Chapel School’ note, probably added later or perhaps never inked over (the map 
shows its original pencilled sketching in places) is another dating clue. By a document dated 13 October 
1836 *° Queely Shiell, long since resident in London Great Britain but the largest land- and slave-owner of 
Montserrat at Emancipation in 1834 *', sold, via his son and attorney William Shiell, one acre for £20 
sterling to Wesleyan Methodist trustees for the express purpose of building a chapel - the document 
includes the condition that the minister appointed “preach no other doctrines than those which are 
contained in Certain Notes upon the New Testament and the first four volumes of sermons published by 
John Wesley”. It is not clear who imposed this condition, and the price extracted for an acre of land from the 
Shiells’ many thousands seems uncharitably high by comparison with other small lot sales at the time. The 
exact location is not identified, as was common, only as being in the parish of St George, bounded to the 
north by the High Road, otherwise bounded by Shiell’s land; it fits to some degree the “/ntended Site” which 
is in St George parish to the south of a high road. 


However, the same Shiells had sold, by an indenture dated 18 November 1835, ** 2 acres in the same 
parish, described as with the high road to east, north and west, and a ravine to the south, (which description 
matches the position of the pencilled text on the map exactly) for £20 sterling to the Anglican Bishop of 
Barbados, Windward & Leeward Islands William Hart Coleridge. An official remark in the Blue Book for 
1830 had bemoaned the Legislature’s unwillingness to support an Anglican minister in the parish, and that it 
had been viewed traditionally as under the charge of the Rector of St Peter’s (in 1830 that post was itself 
unfilled), “though from their local situations the labours of one Clergyman could never be equal to the full 
duties of both”.*° 


'S The West indies in 1837 - Joseph Sturge & Thomas Harvey p.82 

‘4 [More] Monumental Inscriptions of the British West Indies - V.L.Oliver p.41 orig.pub.1927, re-pub 1993 

'S Caribbeana Vol 4 p149 

‘© 4850 Report on the Blue Book, Montserrat - he co-authored a report on the filthy state of Plymouth and Kinsale 
'’ Example here 

'8 Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds ROD_MNI__ 1839 222 


‘9 Luckock memorial plaque 
20 Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds ROD_MNI_ 1832-39 258 


Queely Shiell (1755-1847) 
22 Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds ROD_MNI_ 1832-39 275 
23 Montserrat Blue Book 1830 pp.118-119 





(Above) From the 1965 Ordnance Survey map 





The Anglican parish church of St George was built there soon after, and Hamilton’s son Henry William was 
the officiating minister by 1839 **; it was described as holding 500 worshippers but was “not well attended”. 
None of the four Sunday schools on the map are recorded in 1839, though there were four others run by 
“Wesleyan Methodists”, and five by “the Established Church”. Frustratingly, there seem to be no copies of 
the Blue Books online for the years 1831-1838.*° 
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In the extensive 19th century Methodist baptism records held in Montserrat there is no reference to any 
service being performed at Harris; Bethel was the site noted, further to the east. The “Dissenting Place of 
Worship” in the parish, presumably the “BETHEL WES.CHAPEL 1 acre” described in the 1887 map *° above, 
was said to hold 700 in 1839, with no attendance comment made. The Sunday school “at the chapel in the 
parish of St.George” recorded 165 scholars in that year. °’ 


24 Montserrat Blue book 1839 p.140 & p.120 

25 At National Archives, London CO 178 - War and Colonial Department and Colonial Office: Montserrat Miscellanea 
2° Plan of Tuitt's Estate 1887 

2” Montserrat Blue book 1839 pp.144-147 


So it may be concluded that there was no Methodist chapel built there in Harris at this time and thus that the 
“Intended Site of Chapel School” means either a school run by “chapel folk” (a colloquialism for Methodist 
and other Non-Conformist Christians) or a school run in or next to a physical chapel. The likeliest given the 
location on the map is the latter. The 1839 Blue Book shows 57 pupils recorded and a Sunday School with 
20. “8 
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Why pencil “Chapel School’ on the map rather than “Church School” ? It raises the possibility that the 
author believed that Harris was the intended site of a Methodist chapel-cum-school; that negotiations had 
started, but that the Anglicans, the Established Church, who had wanted a church in St George parish for 
some time, with an Anglican President Hamilton and his son eager to officiate, persuaded William Shiell to 
sell them the site instead; the Wesleyans being offered a site on an estate nearer where many of their 
formerly enslaved adherents lived and worked. Or it may have been originally built or intended to be built as 
a chapel of ease *° of the Established church; the church, and an adjoining burial ground, were not formally 
consecrated until 1841 °° by the Bishop of the diocese, although used for worship before then. 


On the same day, 2nd February 1841, the “chapel school” of St Mary in the capital Plymouth was 
consecrated by the Bishop as a chapel *"( the parish church of St Anthony had existed since the mid 17th 
century but the town developed more away from it - part of the reason given for St Mary’s consecration was 
for the convenience of worshippers.) 
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Harris chapel school 

This “Church of the Emancipation,” used also as a school-room_ was not unique; a local 
was built in 1838 by the Rev. J. C. Collins to commemorate the author in 1928 wrote of 
Abolition of Slavery. The building stands on the site of an old burial St Mary’s in the capital 
ground. In 1884 the Chancel was added ‘by the Rev. A. D. Jamieson, Plymouth. 


This chapel is not marked on the map, which therefore is further dated to pre-1838. 


Nor, tellingly, is the Methodist chapel in Plymouth noted on the map. There had been one since Samuel Lee 
Irish and his wife Maria had sold the Wesleyans the land in 1822, next to the Court House lands and Market 
Lane. °° 


28 Montserrat Blue book 1839 pp.144-147 

2 Chapel of ease 

3° Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds ROD MNI_ 1839 201 

°' Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds ROD _MNI_ 1839 204 

F.E. Peters : Montserrat: A Souvenir of the Great Hurricane of September 12-13 1928 Published privately 
°° Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds REGDEEDS_ 1821-26 133 


The Wesleyan Methodist ministers’ postings were changed by the Missionary Society frequently, as a 
matter of policy. Those on Montserrat during the period of Hamilton’s presidency were: John Cullingford 
1834-35, James Walton 1835-36, and Jonathan Cadman 1836-38. ** Cadman’s office-holding time is the 
central period of Hamilton’s presidency (1833-1840), and also fits the sale of land for a Wesleyan Chapel in 
St George’s parish (October 1836). His successor Lancelot Railton - whose son George Scott Railton 
became the first Commissioner of The Salvation Army and second in command to its founder, General 
William Booth - was ministering on island 1838-1840, so just meets the cutoff date of 1839 when many 
different (from the map) Sunday Schools were in operation. According to records * *° Montserrat was 
Railton’s first ministry, at age 27. Railton in 1838 would seem too late for the map marked Sunday Schools 
to disappear and the 1839 ones to become active (it’s a tight time-frame even for Cadman), especially as 
he would have to become acquainted with the island to be able to draw the map. His first entry in the 
Baptism register is not until March 1839, with Cadman’s last being January 1839. He and Cadman certainly 
overlapped, as Cadman was officiant at three July 1839 marriages on Trants, Tar River and Paradise 
estates °’, and Railton baptised Charlotte, daughter of Cadman and his wife Joanna, on St Patrick’s Day, 
March 17th 1839. °° By June 1839 Railton had been joined by Jesse Pilcher. Dates are from Methodist 
archives but conflict slightly with dates in the Baptism and Marriage documents. 


a Ue Ce ee. Mes i. ( Boyer canmol— The delineation of the 
pn y 


~ parishes, and the text 


LtS A. Se. & 07  heeda £ (left) would not perhaps 


ae Zs r | be of great concern to a 
Mitta. C7¢67b05 06 EAC } Wesleyan minister. 


Conclusions 


It is unlikely that a native of Montserrat would have any need of one, but would have seen the need for one. 
The name of Bethany,*? a unique naming as mentioned above suggesting a religious context, could be 
hinting at a personal relationship between map-maker and estate owner - who at this time was William 
Shiell - though perhaps instead with the lessee occupier of Isles Bay / Balham estate whose identity is not 
clear in the record - Shiell lived at Richmond estate nearby ; perhaps this tenant was even the map-maker. 


On the balance of the information gathered and assessed above, though, there must be a strong possibility 
that the Reverend Henry William Hamilton of St George’s parish, son of President Administering the 
Government Henry Hamilton, was the author of this intriguing map, with the date for its drawing likely being 
1834 - 35. The focus on Anglican religious sites, and St George parish, together with the highlighting of 
“President Hamilton’s Estate”, suggest him; as does the familiarity with all the estates, including the ones 
“long since out of cultivation”. And is there perhaps something of a pontificating tone, in the map’s two 
corner explanations, of a clerk who aspired to and succeeded in becoming a clerk in Holy Orders? 


34 1862 Wesleyan-Methodist Ministers and Preachers p.20 - archived document at SOAS, London. Records at the 
Montserrat National Trust do not show Cadman officiating before April 1837 
AS Methodist archiv 
© Isle of Man burial r 
°” Montserrat National Trust, Register of Wesleyan Marriage Ceremonies 1822-40 EAP769_ REG _WES1_7 
°° Montserrat National Trust, Register of Wesleyan Baptisms 1822-1857 BAP_ 1800 0023 
°° Bethany Christian Centre claims “/n the Bible, Bethany was a village where Jesus' closest friends lived.” 


The map would have been of great use to the Reverend John Archer Gittens,*° of St Peter’s parish, who 
had arrived by 1839 *'; It also possibly explains why the author never updated it with the Harris school and 
church or the Plymouth chapel-school if he had handed it to Gittens, who had moved on from Montserrat, 
from the register entries, by 1844 (and recorded in 1852 as Rector of St Anne’s parish in St Christopher.) * 
Perhaps he in turn had passed it on to new appointees, including those seconded from Antigua between the 
death of Collins and the tenure of George H Todd in 1846, Rector at St Anthony’s until his death in 1869. *° 
Hamilton died by August 1846, before his son Frederick James Polhill was baptised. “* 


The representation of the parish church of St Anthony in Plymouth is probably the most 
decorative building on the map, complete with churchyard. Perhaps the decoration 
represents the famous old tamarind trees, under which the enslaved had to await their 
“owners” while they worshipped inside. *° 





Appendix A: A look at some handwriting 


Among the archives digitised and held by the Montserrat National Trust are two 19th century documents; a 
copy of marriages performed by Wesleyan ministers, issued to the island authorities on their recognition of 
the legality of such marriages in about 1840; and the original Wesleyan baptism register for the years 1822 
- 1857. This latter document is written in the hand-writing of all the several ministers who performed the 
ceremony, with their signatures. 


Below are some samples from the map and then below from the baptism register. 





The capitalisation of the “E” of “Est’(ate) is very particular on the map; the Wesleyan writing that bears most 
resemblance to the map is Cadman’s, the three “estate” entries above - the obvious difference being the 
following “s” is unconnected to the “E” on the map, but connected in the register. He was inconsistent 
though, as three consecutive entries of “Trants Estate” over a two month period, and three renderings of 
“Windward” on the same day, demonstrate (below) - form-filling does not usually bring out the best script in 
anyone. The writing on the map was much more careful and considered in the corner explanations, less so 
with the estate names. 


40 Rev. John Archer Gitten 

“1 Montserrat Blue book 1839 p.140 

42 [More] Monumental Inscriptions of the British West Indies - V.L.Oliver p.168 orig.pub.1927, re-pub 199 

8 [More] Monumental Inscriptions of the British West Indies - V.L.Oliver p.41 orig.pub.1927, re-pub 1993 

“4 Montserrat National Trust, Register of St Anthony parish baptisms 1841 - 1854, BAP _StA 1841 079 

“© F.E. Peters : Montserrat: A Souvenir of the Great Hurricane of September 12-13 1928 Published privately 





As for Anglican sources, though one reference from about 1914 “*° states that St Anthony Parish Registers 
were found from 1828, which would presumably provide hand-writing samples for the Reverend Luckock, 
Collins’ predecessor up until 1833, these earliest ones have not been located; and the date is not a fit. 
However Collins’ handwriting from 1841 onwards is extant on Montserrat,*’ and it is clearly a different script 
to the map’s. 





Hamilton’s handwriting though has some striking similarities, especially again with the “E’s. 





As with the Cadman example above, form-filling brings inconsistency of script; Hamilton’s consecutive 
entries on the same day:- 


4° [More] Monumental Inscriptions of the British West Indies - V.L.Oliver p.41 orig.pub.1927, re-pub 1993 
4” Montserrat National Trust, Anglican Baptisms St Anthony 1841-1854 BAP _StA 1841 054 





There is a striking similarity between the map, and the 1830 Blue Book script, especially the spelling of Tarr 
rather than Tar’ which was and is the commoner. 


If this is the same hand, it is possible that a son of Henry Hamilton, a senior official, who had been involved 
with local island duties since at least 1792,*° was also official writing-clerk for the “higher” duties, in contrast 
with clerks involved at the Registrar's office for example, where pages and pages of legal documents 
needed transcribing day after day. There are many other similarities in the writing in the 1830 Blue Book 
and the map. 





As there are particular cognitive biases inherent in forensic hand-writing analysis *°, a better verdict awaits a 
professional assessment - the sources described in this paper are extensive enough to enable this. 


Judging by the “C’s the pencilled note of the intended chapel 
school is in the same hand as the rest of the map. It must have 
been added after November 1835 once the land was acquired, 
and before 1837 by which time the church was built. 





As an aside, one wonders at the 
scientific source of this drawing and 
text on the map: “Line of 
Communication between 
extinguished & unextinguished 
Volcanos” 





“8 Montserrat Blue book 1830 p.64 
48 See details for example here 


Appendix B: Later Anglican chapel - schools ~° 


St. Patick’s Chapel-at-ease 
This building was erected in 1890 by the Rev. William Evered 
then Rector of St. Anthony’s and St. Patrick’s. It has always been 
used as a school-room. Destroyed in 1899, it was rebuilt the follow- 
ing year, but has again been razed to the ground. 


St. Augustine’s Chapel-at-ease 


The little “Chapel Among the Hills” is situated high up in the 
Roche’s mountains, surrounded by forest trees. It was built in 1911 
by the present Rector, Canon F. W. Haines, for the ‘benefit of the 
people of Roche’s who are too far to attend service at the Parish 
Church of St. Anthony. The building was also used as a school-room. 
It is now a heap of ruins. 


Appendix C: The Hamilton family 


There is plenty of information about Henry Hamilton the father, being President, but not much found in the 
record about his son the Reverend Henry William Hamilton. His father’s will °' of 1839 mentions wife Ann 
(neé Fergus °*), sons Henry William, John, and William Thompson (who became Provost Marshal in 1840, 
and died in 1850 °° ); and daughters Mary Ann (later recorded as Marianne), Eliza, Harriet and Augusta, 
plus one unnamed one who was already married. Marianne and Eliza died in 1867 **. There is a Henry 
Francis Hamilton in 1868 who owns a small share in Fergus Mountain estate and in the family house in 
George Street Plymouth, who refers to his Aunt Augusta; possibly the nephew or son of Reverend Henry 
William. °° Henry’s son Frederick James Polhill Hamilton °° is a witness to the document. Henry Francis is 
then later that year recorded in Trinidad. °’ Hamilton’s wife Mary (d.1883 aged 72 °°) was a daughter of 
Francis Polhill, Collector of Customs in 1830.°° In 1874 Augusta, still a spinster, leased out Fergus 
Mountain estate for 21 years at £25 p.a. and in 1899 leased out Old Road estate to The Montserrat 
Company for £40 p.a. °° She died in 1905. °' 





°° F.E. Peters : Montserrat: A Souvenir of the Great Hurricane of September 12-13 1928 Published privately 
°' Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds ROD_MNI__ 1839 165 

°¢ Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds REGDEEDS_1821-26 249 

°° Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds ROD_MNI_ 1844 283 

°4 [More] Monumental Inscriptions of the British West Indies - V.L.Oliver p.60 orig.pub.1927, re-pub 1993 
°° Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds REGDEEDS_1866-74_ 137 

Montserrat National Trust, Register of St Anthony parish baptisms 1841 - 1854, BAP_StA_ 1841 079 
Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds REGDEEDS_ 1866-74 169 

°8 [More] Monumental Inscriptions of the British West Indies - V.L.Oliver p.57 orig.pub.1927, re-pub 1993 
°° Montserrat Blue book 1830 p.54 

°° Montserrat National Trust, Register of Deeds MNI_ROD_1892 141 

°' [More] Monumental Inscriptions of the British West Indies - V.L.Oliver p.60 orig.pub.1927, re-pub 1993 
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Appendix D: The map marked to show the location of areas discussed 
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Original in the John Carter Brown Library at Brown University 


